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PVJOBS turns five years old this summer.
Since our inception, PVJOBS has placed
more than 600 individuals in career-track

employment, filling more than 900 positions at
Playa Vista and other development projects. We
have partnered with more than 50 community-
based organizations that work with us to pre-
pare our clients for a career and lifestyle transi-
tion. Through our work, we have formed rela-
tionships that have been fruitful, meaningful
and impacting. Our accomplishments are

directly attributed to the work of our partner organizations. Our suc-
cess is really their success.

The successes we have achieved through our collaborative efforts,
coupled with the inspiring stories of our workers’ determination and
triumph, continue to inspire us at PVJOBS. Together, we are illustrating
what can be done with a little commitment, common sense and
empathy.

The stories we present in this issue are but a mere sample of what
we hear on a daily basis. It is our hope that, through our newsletter’s
profiles, you too can share in the satisfaction of knowing that lives are
being transformed…one at a time.

Sandy Medrano:
Staying on Course

Although PVJOBS recep-
tionist Sandy Medrano is
only 20, her perseverance

reflects someone well beyond
her years. A hard-working, sin-
gle mother of her three-year-old
son, Jason, Medrano believes in
going after your dreams in spite
of life’s setbacks. “Even though
you may be a single parent, you
still need to pursue your goals,”
she says.

Medrano has lived by those
words throughout most of her
life. While raised the oldest of
eight children in a single-parent
household, Medrano learned
then about the importance of responsibility. “Being the oldest of
eight taught me a lot about raising kids because I helped raise them,
too.” She also excelled in school, earning straight As and Bs during
her first two years in high school.

But Medrano’s bright educational future seemed to darken when
she became pregnant during the second semester of her junior year.
To make matters worse, her boyfriend deserted her, forcing Medrano
to go through her pregnancy on her own. She remembers the experi-
ence as being terribly difficult. “I wouldn’t recommend anyone to
have a child at such an early age, especially when the father isn’t
helping, because it’s real hard. It’s a struggle,” she says.

Despite her challenges, Medrano continued attending school, main-
taining a 3.5 grade point average throughout her pregnancy. After giv-
ing birth, she left her school to finish her education at a nearby adult
school, where she remarkably earned a nearly 4.0 grade point average.

To better take care of her son, Medrano enrolled in a nonprofit job
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PVJOBS
Employment Update

Construction activities continue to move forward at the
Playa Vista construction site. We are providing job place-
ments at the City of Los Angeles East Central/Northeast

Interceptor Sewer sites. We also hope to provide job placements
with Century City’s 2000 Avenue of the Stars development pro-
ject this fall as well as the Los Angeles Community College
District’s campus improvement project this winter.

Our job development team is experiencing some success at
placing our candidates in construction and industry related
jobs at construction sites beyond Playa Vista. All referrals to
employment are made from our database, using our existing
selection procedures.
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PVJOBS At Work
Anthony Lankford:
A New Way Of Life

Sheet metal apprentice

Anthony Lankford is not

afraid of hard work. In fact,

Lankford•s ability to work hard

recently influenced Western Allied

to hire him on at a school devel-

opment project soon after his

original assignment ended at the

Playa Vista construction site.

•Being in construction means

you•re always experiencing some-

thing new because you•re working on different things everyday,Ž says

Lankford, 35. •And the work is always consistent.Ž

Although Lankford is a hard worker, his focus was often misdirect-

ed earlier in his life. Raised by divorced parents in a tough neighbor-

hood in South Central Los Angeles, Lankford enjoyed playing with his

friends in the streets, just like most other kids. But because of the

neighborhood•s rampant gang activity, he and his younger brother

and sister didn•t feel the freedom to play beyond their home out of

fear of being bullied by gang members. Out of peer pressure, Lankford

eventually joined the gang so he could •get respectŽ and help protect

his younger siblings. •I was tired of being pushed around by people in

my neighborhood,Ž he says. •The gang knew I could fight, so they saw

me as a solider. But I chose them, they didn•t choose me.Ž

Lankford•s gang activity sharply escalated over the next several

years, even though he still managed to graduate from high school.

He continued his gang involvement throughout his early 20s, hus-

tling to get money. Yet, what started off as petty crimes grew into far

more serious illegal activity when the gang began committing bank

robberies. At age 23, he was caught and sentenced to six years in

prison. Lankford entered prison with a hard attitude, but incarcera-

tion ultimately became torture for him, leading him to change his

perspective about his life. •I thought I would die in prison,Ž he says.

•After my third year there, I decided to change my life by getting my

AA, studying the bible and writing to my family.Ž

Shortly after his release from prison, a friend got him a job as a

credit consultant, which lasted two years. He then landed a job as a

Walden House Works To 
Reclaim Lives 

In today•s competitive job market, it•s difficult enough to employ
the average job seeker. But for the at-risk community, particularly
those with a prison history, job placement is especially challeng-

ing. That•s why nonprofit centers like Walden House are so welcome
in the at-risk community. Since 1972, the San Francisco-headquar-
tered organization has served as a leading drug and alcohol treat-
ment center that has in recent years become a national leader in
developing strategies to help addicts reclaim their lives.

Because many alcohol and drug abusers are ex-offenders, Walden
House created a unique program that specifically targets the needs
of former convicts. To rehabilitate those who are still serving prison
sentences, the organization runs five in-prison programs throughout
California. One of those programs is based in Downtown Los Angeles,
home to the state•s
largest prison pop-
ulation.

•With the large
influx of incarcer-
ated individuals,
the California
Department of
Corrections had an
increased need to
provide substance
abuse and other
lifestyle programs
for the prison pop-
ulation,Ž says
Wayne Garcia, pro-
gram director for
Walden House•s Los Angeles center. •We primarily work with people
who are serving a year or less in prison, but we also have lifers in our
program.Ž

Walden House•s six-month program focuses on substance abuse
counseling, behavioral modification and treatment recovery monitor-
ing. The organization also operates the Female Offenders Treatment
Employment Program, an El Monte-based center that provides recov-
ery services for women and their children. A vocational program is
offered to both centers to help individuals make a successful transi-
tion back into society.

Several years ago, Walden House began referring their clients to
PVJOBS, which has led many individuals to transform their lives
through developing steady construction careers. •We have both male
and female clients who have landed jobs through PVJOBS,Ž says
Garcia. •Our partnership has worked out fantastically.Ž

As Walden House counselors continue to help their clients transi-
tion into the workforce, they emphasize that instilling hope is a
major factor in bringing them onto the road of recovery. •We teach
them that their history doesn•t have to be there future,Ž says Garcia.
•With new information and education, they can defeat their old
lifestyle, reunify with their loved ones and become a productive
member in their communities.Ž
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Walden House•s Wayne Carcia.


