PVJOBS Community Partners
APPRENTICE PREPARATION PROGRAMS
Abram Friedman Occupational Center (Ray Wilcox)
Century Community Training Program (Mary Lou Clinkenbeard)
Los Angeles Technology Center (Latasha Hawthorne)

(213) 765-2567
(310) 673-3941
(323) 732-0153

WORKSOURCE CENTERS
Career Planning Center Marina Worksource (Nick Gonzalez)
Career Transition Worksource Center (George Fernandez)
Chinatown WorkSource Center Chinatown Service Center (Harris Lee)
Community Career Dev. Cntr Wilsh/Metro Worksource (Monica Pecot)
Compton Career Link Worksource California Center (Henry Smith)
Hollywood Worksource of California (Marjorie Gardner)
Metro North Worksource Center (Anna Zakarian)
Northeast San Fernando Valley WorkSource Center (Sheila Wright)
PACE/Westlake Worksource Center (Albert Sy)
South LA WorkSource Center Community Centers Inc. (Sharon Anderson)
Urban League Adams Baldwin Hills Wrksrce Cntr (Myrna Anguiano)
Urban League WorkSource Business and Career Center (Annita Wallace)
WLCAC Southeast LA-Watts Worksource Center (Victor Archaga)

(310) 309-6000
(562) 570-3700
(213) 808-1700
(213) 365-9829
(310) 605-3050
(323) 960-1300
(323) 223-1211
(818) 890-9400
(213) 353-1677
(323) 752-2115
(323) 525-3740
(323) 600-1106
(323) 563-5669

YOUTH AND ADULT PROGRAMS
ll People Christian Center (Saundra Bryant)
Anchor of Hope (Sandra Lewis)
Belmont Education and Career Center (Deborah R. Deveres)
Canaan Housing Corporation (Brenda Evans)
CCFP/ Meals on Wheels for Children (Sandra Moore)
Chrysalis Los Angeles (Victor Bozeman)
Chrysalis Santa Monica (Adelai Whitman)
Coaliton for Responsible Community Development (Mark A. Wilson)
Common Unity Reaching Everyone (C.U.R.E.) (Mark Calloway)
Communities in Schools (Roy LaVoise)
Community Build (Babatu Bektamba)
Community Outreach and Opportunity Programs (CO-OP) (Sharma Henderson)
CRTD Faithworks (David Richardson)
DARE U TOCARE (Sabrina Parker)
Dayle McIntosh Center (John Tostado)
Downtown Women's Center (Monica Martinez)
Ex-Offender Action Network (Monnie Anderson)
FAME Renaissance Assistance Corporation (Dwayne Price)
Gratitude Retreat Foundation (Steven Nelson)
Homies Unidos, Inc. (Alex Sanchez)
Housing Authority of LA (Judy Rasheed)
Human Pontential Consultants,LLC (Deidre Norville)
Jobs for the Future/Homeboy Industries (Ft. Greg Boyle SJ)
Joint Efforts Inc. (Matt Davison)
Korean Churches For Community Development (Hyepin Im)
LA Family Housing Corporation (Abel Moreno)
LA Works (Salvador R. Velasquez)
LACOE (Nathan Auzenne)

(213) 747-6357
(310) 516-1433
(213) 689-2270
(213) 748-0250
(323) 638-0760
(213) 806-6300
(310) 392-4117
(213) 743-6193
(310) 324-2575
(818) 891-9399
(323) 789-9950
(310) 649-1016
(310) 673-0287
(323) 756-3208
(714) 658-4281
(213) 680-0600
(323) 238-0445
(323) 730-8354
(310) 618-9173
(213) 383-7484
(213) 252-1800
(310) 756-1560
(323) 526-1254
(310) 831-2358
(213) 984-4243
(818) 982-4091
(626) 960-3964
(213) 744-3168

9100 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA 90045
(310) 590-1385-phone
(310) 590-1993-fax

Mar Vista Family Center (Pedro Valenciana)
Marriott Foundation Bridges (Tad Asbury)
Meaning and Purpose (Ted Moore)
Mid-City/Exposition Light Rail Transit Project Local Jobs Program (Ted Booker)
NABSIO Nahaniel (Rashad Ali)
New Directions (Brigitte Slayton)
PATH (Jonathan Bennett)
PATH Achieve Glendale (Catherine Conerly)
Pico Youth & Family Center (Michael Jackson)
Public Allies of Los Angeles (Ernesto Saldaña)
Raeverly's Resource Center (Luis Pattarroyo)
Save Our Future (Ken Jordan)
SCHARP (South Central Health & Rehabilitation Program) (Denise Shook)
Skid Row Development Corporation (Lite Program) (Steven R. Senzo)
St. Vincent's Cardinal Manning Center (Chuck Happold)
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE) (Samantha Quintero)
Success in Challenges (Leon Mosely)
The Midnight Mission (Ricardo Rosales)
Transitions Network (Eimon M. Raoof)
UJCC/ City of Refuge (Jean Franklin)
Union Rescue Mission (Stephen Mitchell)
Unity One (Bo Taylor)
Unity T.H.R.E.E (Shonteze Williams Sr.)
USVETS (Katherine Gibbs)
US VETS (Long Beach) (Fernando Godinez)
Venice 2000 (Melvin Hayward)
VIP Mentors (Volunteers In Parole, Inc.) (Pal Roman)
Volunteers of America (Briant Leavitt)
Walden House Inc. (Ralph Mendoza)
Walden House SASCA Region 111 (Sal Wilson)
Weingart Center Association (Ronnie Price)
Women’s Care Center (Leslie Sanchez)
Youngjobs.com (Billy Hadala)
Youth Rebuild (Victoria Foreman)
YOUTH PROGRAMS
Archdiocesan Youth Employment Services (Robert Gutierrez)
CCEO Youth Build (Anthony Tejeda)
Covenant House of California (Lori Koenig)
Goals For Life (Reggie Berry)
LaCausa Youth Build (Noemi G. Soto)
Los Angeles Conservation Corps Youth Build (Gabriela Jimenez)
LA Youth At Work (Sean Jernigan)
Los Angeles Youth Opportunity Movement - Watts (Adrian Veliz)
United Friends of the Children (Carla Palmer)
Venice Community Housing Corporation Youth Build (Sandy Eiges)
Youth Oppurtunities Unlimited Inc. (James L. Watson)

For moreinformation, call PVJOBS at (310) 590-1385.

(310) 390-9607
(213) 381-1220
(323) 296-2553
(323) 290-7605
(323) 755-6024
(310) 914-4045
(323) 644-2272
(818) 409-3333
(310) 396-7101
(213) 741-2202
(323) 752-9987
(323) 234-0846
(323) 751-3026
(213) 623-7130
(213) 229-9963
(213) 745-9961
(562) 423-8111
(310) 677-9616
(323) 751-1366
(323) 803-4066
(213) 347-6300
(213) 963-5843
(323) 732-0230
(310) 348-7600
(562) 388-8046
(310) 823-6100
(626) 450-6250
(213) 622-3540
(310) 412-3702
(213) 741-3720
(213) 267-9000
(818) 753-0606
(888) 717-5627 X104
(310) 600-6201
(213) 736-5456
(310) 225-3060
(323) 957-7455
(562) 864-6040
(323) 887-2501
(213) 749-3601
(213) 580-7505
(323) 971-7640
(213) 580-1850
(310) 399-4100
(323) 789-4977
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
art of the PVJOBS Strategic Plan has
entailed the purchase of our own facilities
from which we could run our core operations. After a two-year search, we have purchased a building for this purpose. Located at
41st Place and Main Street in Los Angeles, the
building is currently under renovation and is
slated to be completed in November 2009.
Ernest Roberts
Our new building will house most of our proExecutive Director, PVJOBS
grams, bringing all of our PVJOBS staff - formerly based at three different locations - to work within one facility.
Designed by RAW International and built by Swinerton Builders, the
building is being renovated as a green-friendly facility and is expected receive a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
certification.
We are increasing our services to include an expanded public
resource center for self-directed job searches. The resource center
will provide community members with free access to more than a
dozen internet accessible computers, phones, faxes, resume preparation software, and job postings. And the larger facility will enable us
to service more clients with greater expediency.
Our new building project has received an enormous amount of
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continued on page 3

PVJOBS HELPS LACCD STUDENTS EARN,
LEARN WITH INTERNS PROGRAM
aisha Jones knows what it's like to be a college student faced
with earning a living. So she has a special connection with
students looking for paid internships through the Los Angeles
Community College District (LACCD) Interns Program.
“This program is near and dear to my heart because I actually got
my first job as a college intern,” says Jones, a program outreach coordinator. “Having been a college student myself, I understand the
struggles of getting an education while needing to make a living and
getting work experience.”

K

Program outreach coordinator Kaisha Jones is shown at her desk at the LACCD
Interns office.

The LACCD Interns Program helps students attending their nine
colleges to gain valuable work experience by placing them in paid
internships that represent their field of study. Administered by
PVJOBS, the internship program has placed 850 students in paid
internships since launching in 2004. Of those students, 26 percent
were eventually placed in full-time positions.

PVJOBS
Employment Update
he nation, embodied by the 12.6 % unadjusted unemployment rate in Los Angeles County, continues to shed jobs at
an alarming rate. Locally, construction was one of the few
sectors that posted a month-over increase in employment during
August 2009.
We still need women interested in beginning apprenticeships
in the construction crafts. Under a contract with the
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PVJOBS Helps LACCD Students Earn, Learn
With Interns Program
continued from page 1

DARRYL GARDNER:
Controlling His Destiny

F

ifty-two-year-old Darryl
Gardner feels like he's building a stable foundation for

the first time in his life. As a laborers apprentice for CM Peich
Contractors, Gardner is a construction crew member for the
Metro Light Rail project. His new
career has provided him with more
than a steady salary. It's given him
a renewed sense of dignity.

Darryl Gardner

“My job has helped build my
confidence and self-esteem,” he says. “It's good to know that I'm on
solid ground because it hasn't always been that way.”
Raised in Pomona along with eight brothers and sisters, Gardner
was only nine when his father passed away. “My mom was young at
the time, and she had it pretty hard. So we sort of raised ourselves.” A
rebellious teenager, he spent most of his high school years in juvenile
retention centers.

Teacher assistant intern Sorana Black is shown at a child development lab at
West Los Angeles College.

Looking for direction, he joined the army, only to drop out the following year due to medical reasons. Discouraged, he turned to drugs.
“My life went downhill from there,” he says. Gardner's substance
abuse led him in and out of prison for the next 25 years. “I wasn't a
bad person, I was just caught up in the addiction.”
Although he always dreamed of getting clean and sober, Gardner
finally gave himself a chance six years ago when he checked in to a
U.S. VETS drug rehab program. “I've been clean and sober ever since,”
says Gardner, who resides at the U.S. VETS residential facility.
As part of his road to recovery, he met with a job counselor to seek
employment. “To get something in life, I knew I had to replace the
drugs with something,” says Gardner. “So I chose to replace it with
my faith in God and finding gainful employment.” When the job
counselor told him about PVJOBS, he thought it was a door to a real
career opportunity. After attending a PVJOBS orientation, he spent
weeks persistently checking in with the job program until he was
hired for his first construction job assignment.
Now enrolled in the laborers union while earning several trade certifications, Gardner says that he now realizes he holds the keys to his
future. “I feel like I'm being empowered to plan for my life and I have
control over my destiny.”
2

The internship program recently partnered with Childcare Careers
to place students in entry-level positions as assistant teachers. Over
the summer, the program has placed 23 interns at Childcare Careers
preschool or afterschool facilities of their choice.
All interns can eventually advance to teacher, experienced teacher
and site supervisor. The starting hourly wage is $9.30 an hour, but
those who earn childcare certificates will receive $11.25 hourly.
Sorana Black is one of those fortunate students who landed a childcare internship. A West Los Angeles College student studying early
childhood development, Black learned about the program while in class
when her professor announced a campus orientation for the childcare
internships. “I decided to go because I needed to pay my bills, but also
get experience to earn my teaching credential,” says Black.
After attending the orientation and completing the application
process, Black landed a substitute teacher position for Childcare
Careers. She says that the position offers more flexibility than most
other jobs. “They work with my class schedule, which is rare to find in
the job market.”
Jones believes that the internship program's innovative model has
become a contributing resource for the local community. “With job
cuts happening in the workforce, we've been able to place people
who want to work in their career field,” she says. “It feels good to
know that our program helps provide jobs and give back to the community, all in one.”
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PVJOBS Employment Update
continued from page 1

Department of Labor, we are looking for “a few good women” who
have the desire to learn and succeed as an apprentice. For more
information, please contact Jeffery Henderson at (310) 590-1217.
Construction trade workers, which includes electricians, rank near the
top for high paying, high demand jobs. The median annual wage for electricians in Los Angeles County is more than $53,000. Union electricians
can also look forward to receiving an excellent family benefits package.
These construction trades often use apprenticeship programs, a
well-organized and supervised method to train people with little or
Project
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LACCD Sustainable Building Program

30% local

30%
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6% at-risk
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WALTER EDWARDS:
Part Of The Team
nice paycheck isn't the

A

only perk for Walter
Edwards' new foreman

job. “The pay is great. But at the
end of the day, it's a fulfilling
experience to play an important
part of a team,” he says.
As a foreman, Edwards gets to
work with practically every
tradesmen on the project - from

PVJOBS Placements
General Program
Build LACCD (construction)
Build LACCD (interns)

1,749
858
851

the plasterers to the framers to

Walter Edwards

the carpet layers. His position is
the result of a recent promotion by Sinanian Development, a contractor for West Los Angeles College's campus redevelopment project. “I

no prior experience to become capable, qualified craftsmen or journeymen. It is an “earn while you learn” program. PVJOBS is offering
an excellent opportunity for anyone interested in becoming an electrician apprentice.
A “Tech Math” class is being offered free of charge to PVJOBS
clients. The class will prepare students to take the electrician apprenticeship exam and will provide a certificate of completion that will be
accepted in lieu of the requisite algebra. The eight-week class is
taught by a certified instructor from the Electrical Training Institute,
the apprenticeship school of the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers. Screening will begin immediately for classes,
which are scheduled to begin in late October and will run for eight
consecutive Saturdays.
For additional information about the “Tech Math” class and preparing
for a career as an electrician or other construction occupations, please
contact PVJOBS Union Liaison Jeffery Henderson at (310) 590-1217.

think they saw my communication skills and felt I could effectively
interact with everyone.”
While Edwards enjoys being an integral part of a team, he spent
most of his life looking out for only himself. Raised by a single mother in South Central Los Angeles, Edwards and his three older brothers
saw few role models in their crime ridden neighborhood. “I was
taught that I had no opportunities,” he says. “So I took the ones I
could get, which was stealing and leading a life of crime.”
His criminal actions led him to the California Youth Authority and
eventually to prison. At his last prison sentencing, he faced 25 years
to life for burglary. Miraculously, the judge lowered his sentence to
four years because he felt that Edwards had the potential to turn
around his life. Edwards realized that it was a sign for him to change,
and he vowed to never return to the world of crime.
After his release, he made good on that promise by visiting a job

Message from the Executive Director

counselor at the Los Angeles Urban League. Since he enjoyed building

continued from page 1

bird cages and boxed cars as a boy, he inquired about construction

support from the City of Los Angeles, L.A./Orange Counties Building
Trades Council, Los Angeles Community College District,
Councilmember Jan Perry, Playa Vista, and the PVJOBS Board of
Directors and staff. These supporters have all worked tirelessly to
bring this vision to fruition. For them, I want to offer my sincerest
thanks. Their efforts will ensure that PVJOBS can continue to serve
our at-risk citizenry long into the future.
This will be our new home. We desire nothing more than to be an
asset to our neighbors and to the community. Watch for our grand
opening announcement coming soon!
FALL 2009

job openings. The counselor referred him to PVJOBS, where he was
encouraged to enroll in a laborers boot camp. Two weeks after graduating from the boot camp, he landed his first construction job.
Today, a husband and father of five, Edwards says that his rising
construction career has been a boost to his entire household. Since
getting his job, his wife went back to school to earn a nursing practitioners license, and he has become a deacon at his church. “This job
has taken care of all of us,” he says. “I have a bunch of appreciation
for my life now.”
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